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REG AND SHELL’S CUSTOM EAST AFRICAN SAFARI  

July 17 - August 2, 2009  
 

Timed to coincide with the height of the Big Migration in the  
Serengeti and the Masai Mara 

(subject to the weather) 
�

�
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What is a safari? 
 

An expedition involving wildlife observation and tracking 
Travel as a life experience 

A journey of discovery 
A pilgrimage 

 
Safari in Kiswahili, the language of East Africa, simply means a journey. Today it is 

synonymous in English with a wildlife viewing adventure in Africa. Africa is the 
only place in the world where you can still experience the joy of viewing vast herds 

of wildlife in their natural setting. 
 

The best way to see the wonders of Africa is by going on a safari  
and Kenya is where it all began.  

 

Osa and Martin Johnson put Kenya on the map in the 1920’s with their wildlife films and 
their books: “I Married Adventure”  and “Four Years in Paradise”.  
 
The writings of Karen Blixen and the adaptation of her classic book “Out of Africa”  into 
a motion picture starring Robert Redford and Meryl Streep helped establish Kenya as a 
great safari destination in the modern era.  
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Joy Adamson was among the group of expatriates in the 1960s and 1970s, whose 
endeavors to conserve African wildlife captured the world’s attention communicated 
through her books about Elsa, the Lioness and her cubs beginning with “Born Free”.  
 
Hemingway immortalized the safari experience with his “Green Hills of Africa”  and 
“The Snows of Kilimanjaro” , although he was a sport and trophy hunter rather than a 
naturalist or photographer. Other classic books of interest for Kenya include: 
 “West with the Night”  by Beryl Markham,  
“The Flame Trees of Thika: Memories of an African Childhood”  by Elspeth Huxley, 
“I Dreamed of Africa”  by Kuki Gallman.  
 
Visitors to Kenya can enjoy game viewing, bird watching, hot-air ballooning, hiking, 
biking, rock-climbing, mountaineering, white water rafting, boating, canoeing, freshwater 
and deep-sea fishing, scuba diving, and numerous other activities.  
 
Kenya is well known for the magnificent Great Migration in the Masai Mara (shared with 
the Serengeti in Tanzania) of more than 2 million wildebeest, gazelles and zebra, 
followed by their predators of mainly lions and hyena. Kenya is also known for the 
colorful Maasai and Samburu people and other tribes that contribute so much to making 
this a top safari destination. 
In addition, Kenya has one of the most diversely majestic landscapes on the continent. 
The Great Rift Valley, with the steep-walled valley floor dropping as much as 2,000-
3,000 feet (610–915 m) from the surrounding countryside, is more breathtakingly 
dramatic here than anywhere else in Africa. 

 
There is no other vacation or travel experience that can beat the thrills, the wonders 

and the everlasting memories of an African safari. 
 

Itinerary overview 
 

July 17, Day 1 - Friday Depart Seattle/USA on Northwest Airlines 34 
Depart Seattle 1:00pm / Arrive Amsterdam 7:40am (9hr 40min flight)  
Overnight flight – loose 9 hours from Seattle to Europe!!  
July 18, Day 2 - Saturday: KLM / Northwest Airlines 8481  
Depart Amsterdam 10:40am / Arrive Kilimanjaro 8:00pm (8hr 20min flight) 
Overnight at Mount Meru Game Lodge, Arusha, Tanzania  
 
July 19-20, Day 3 & 4 – Sunday & Monday: Morning game drive in Arusha National 
Park; Afternoon flight to Grumeti airfield in the Western Serengeti; 2 nights at The 
Mbalageti Serengeti Tented Camp, Western Serengeti   
 
July 21 & 22, Days 5 & 6 – Tuesday & Wednesday: 2 nights at Mbuzi Mawe Tented 
Camp, North-Central Serengeti 
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July 23, Day 7 - Thursday: Drive to Ngorongoro Crater via Olduvai Gorge; 1 night at 
Ngorongoro Crater Sopa Lodge 
 
July 24 & 25, Day 8 & 9 – Friday & Saturday: Game drive in the Ngorongoro Crater; 
2 nights at Lake Manyara Serena Safari Lodge  
 
July 26, Day 10 - Sunday: Drive to Namanga border, about 3-4 hours including 
immigration, then 2 hours to Amboseli Ol Tukai Lodge 
 
July 26-28, Day 10, 11 & 12 – Sunday, Monday & Tuesday: 3 nights at Ol Tukai Lodge, 
Amboseli, Kenya; game drives in Amboseli NP 
 
July 29, Day 13 - Wednesday: Fly to the Masai Mara 
July 29-31, Day 13, 14 & 15 – Wednesday, Thursday & Friday:  3 nights at Governors 
Camp, Masai Mara, Kenya   
 
August 1, Day 16 - Saturday: Fly to Nairobi and home that evening after dinner 
August 2, Day 17 - Sunday: arrive Amsterdam & USA/Seattle 

 
The details of your safari 

�
July 18, Day 2 - Saturday:  
You will be met on arrival at Kilimanjaro Airport and transferred to the Mount Meru 
Game Lodge and Sanctuary located midway between Kilimanjaro International Airport 
and Arusha, in Tanzania. 
 

  
 
Accommodation at Mount Meru Game Lodge comprises 17 double or twin en-suite 
bedrooms, individual in design and character. All rooms have 4-poster, wrought iron beds 
with fitted mosquito nets and continental quilts. Each room also has a veranda with 
comfortable chairs where you can sit during the late afternoons enjoying the peaceful 
surroundings and watching the animal and birdlife. 
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Mount Meru Game Lodge is set within 33 acres of carefully tended gardens bordered on 
one side by the Usa River and on the other by the Animal Sanctuary. The sanctuary 
provides a safe haven to African plains game and birds, as well as offering refuge to 
orphaned and injured animals while preparing them for their return to the wild. Wildlife 
found here includes eland, ostriches, waterbuck, zebra, buffalo, small wild cats and an 
enormous variety of birdlife. 

 

At Mount Meru Game Lodge you can relax on the terrace, shaded by enormous old 
mango trees, and enjoy the views over the gardens to the sanctuary beyond. In the 
evening you can curl up with a good book in the comfortable armchairs by the lounge 
fireplace. A variety of beauty treatments is also available including massages, manicures 
& pedicures, threading and waxing, as well as hair cuts, coloring and styling, all in the 
comfort of the lodge. 

There is a wide selection of activities for you to enjoy. You can explore the surrounding 
area, including taking part in cultural and educational visits to local villages and farms, as 
well as sightseeing tours to some of the natural forests and scenic spots. Walks are 
offered free of charge and longer safaris and excursions can also be arranged, such as 
game drives at Lake Manyara and Tarangire National Park, or even a camel safari. 

Mount Meru Game Lodge & Sanctuary has an a la carte menu and the dining room is the 
perfect setting for a relaxing meal. On Sundays you can relax on the private terrace and 
enjoy the traditional English roast lunch buffets which are extremely popular with both 
guests and Arusha residents alike. 
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Sunday July 19: half day game drive in Arusha National Park  
Arusha National Park is a relatively small park, covering an area of 137 square 
kilometers or 52.9 square miles. The town and the Park derive their name from the 
Warusha people who traditionally lived in this area. However the Park also overlaps into 
areas where the Maasai lived and most of the place names in the Park are of Maasai 
origin. 
 
Arusha National Park is 
located 32km outside the 
city of Arusha, an easy day 
trip and the perfect place to 
start your safari. It offers an 
abundance of flora and 
fauna along with Momello 
Lakes, Ngurdoto Crater and 
Meru Crater. Here you have 
the opportunity to see 
antelope, giraffe, leopard, 
hyena, rhino, elephant, 
baboon and the colobus 
monkey, ensuring a well-rounded day of game viewing. It is a bird watchers paradise. 
 
Three distinct areas are to be found within Arusha National Park: Ngurdoto Crater, the 
Momela Lakes and the rugged Mt. Meru. Altitudes range from 1,500 meters (4,921 feet) 
above sea level at Momela to over 4,500 (14,764 feet) meters at the summit of Meru.  
The vegetation which occurs in the Park is correlated to the altitude and geology of the 
area. Ngurdoto Crater is surrounded by forest whilst the crater floor is a swampy area. 
The Momela Lakes, like many in the Rift Valley, are alkaline, and Mt. Meru is a mixture 
of lush forests and bare rocks.  
 

Associated with these different vegetation zones and places are different types of 
animals: migrating water birds settle on the lakes, waterbuck and reedbuck are found near 
water, while shy bushbuck and duikers keep to the forested areas. It is obviously 
impossible to say exactly where different species will be encountered but it is possible to 
build up a picture of the most likely species to be found in any area. Within this wide 
range of habitats almost 400 species of birds have been recorded in the Park. Some of 
these are migratory and present between October and April, others are permanently 
resident in the forests.  
 
Arusha National Park is situated in a densely inhabited part of Tanzania, where demands 
for land are high, and parts of the Park are already bordered by agricultural settlement. 
Plans to extend the Park to include surrounding forest reserves have been formulated to 
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ensure the long-term survival of forest habitats and their associated species within the 
Park.  
 
Sunday July 19: Fly to the Grumeti airfield, Western Serengeti, in the afternoon; meet 
our guides here;  

 
 
 
I have requested Fahad and Boniface to guide us; they are 2 of 
my favorite guides in Africa.  
 
 

 
Grumeti air strip to Mbalageti lodge is about a 1 hour and 15 
minutes game drive, depending on what we see. Can you drive 
right past this cute hyena without stopping? I don’t think so …. 
Not with me in the car, anyway!!! She’s looking at us! 
Hopefully we will also see the last of the wildebeest migration 
heading north into the Masai Mara.  
 
Spend 2 nights at The Mbalageti Serengeti Tented Camp, Western Serengeti   
�
 
 
The Mbalageti Serengeti Tented Camp 
Mbalageti is a luxury safari lodge in the Western corridor of the Serengeti National Park, 
Tanzania. Mbalageti takes its name from the river that can be seen from the lodge. The 
camp is situated on the Mwamyeni hill and offers a breathtaking panoramic view of the 
Serengeti Plains and the Mbalageti River.  
 
The lodge was developed without any impact on nature and using all natural materials. 
The central building consists of: a Welcome Center providing information on lodge 
facilities and services; a bar which is the natural meeting point and heart of the lodge, 
serving a wide range of local and imported beverages; a cozy lounge loft on the 2nd floor 
with board games, puzzles, magazines and a selection of books; and curio shops selling 
local products, art and crafts as well as more luxurious items.  
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Either Sunset or Sunrise, each side of the hill accommodates 12 of the 24 luxury tented 
chalets. With a structure of local rock and wood, these canvas fitted chalets are the 
perfect way to relax after a day of game viewing. All chalets have a bathroom with 
luxury amenities and are designed with attention to the smallest detail. Pamper yourself 
in the bath while enjoying a spectacular view.  
 
The private veranda with its cooling thatch roof is a private oasis and works as an 
extension of your bedroom in the wild. There are also two exclusive suites with a little 
extra of everything, and a private outdoor bath right in the wild. The suites offer the most 
exclusive way of safari living you could ever imagine. Private or couple massages on 
your veranda can be arranged. 
 
A newly built Massage Boma offers massage services and the Tranquillity Pool is a great 
place to unwind after an activity packed day.  
 

A pool deck features a swimming pool made of local rocks and set on the edge of the hill 
with 360 degree views of the Serengeti.  
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Serengeti National Park 
 
The Serengeti is the mother of all parks. Despite its fame and a reputation to the contrary, 
the park remains remarkably remote and undisturbed once you get off the main safari 
routes. A good quality safari here can be an incomparable wildlife experience ...  
�

�
�
The Serengeti offers unparalleled opportunities for wildlife viewing and seeing Africa at 
its most untamed. Main attractions include the annual migration of the wildebeest and the 
large number of lions, cheetah, herds of giraffe and zebra. 
 
Serengeti National Park may be the best known destination in Africa, and for a good 
reason. This park is 14,763 sq km, covering the north central section of the country, 
nearly reaching Lake Victoria and extending to the boarder of Kenya. The Serengeti 
Plains are famous because of a unique set of geological and meteorological circumstances 
that has caused a certain distinct seasonal pattern of grass growth, which in turn is the 
driving force behind a huge annual migration of grazing animals.  
 

 
 
The Serengeti is the prime location for watching the famous wildebeest and zebra 
migration during the months from November to July in different areas of the park. At the 
beginning of the dry season in the Maasai Mara the animals move into the northern 
woodlands in Tanzania, where they remain for several months. When the rain starts 
again, the wildebeest move down to the southern plains to calve. This usually happens in 
late January – March. In this never ending quest for good grazing, the route changes 
every year, sometimes sending them way out into the Western Corridor or outside the 
eastern boundaries of the park. On their journey, the animals pass through the three main 
habitats of the Serengeti - the southern grass plains (long & short), the northern 
woodlands and the riverine areas of Grumeti, Seronera and the Maasai Mara. By mid-
July, the herds are usually well set in the West around Grumeti and heading thru the 
northwestern Serengeti towards to Mara. 4 nights in this area split between Mbalageti 
(western) and Mbuzi Mawe (north-eastern) is a good bet. Around Mbalageti and Mbuzi 
Mawe there is always the resident game. Of course, for the migration specifically, all is 
subject to the rains and can be off by a week or more. 
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An early morning balloon ride over the Serengeti is a spectacular way to view the 
landscape and the many animals that live here, including cheetah, leopard, lion, giraffe, 
hippo and crocodile.  
 
July 21 & 22, Days 5 & 6 – Tuesday & Wednesday:  
Say goodbuy to Mbalageti and drive to Mbuzi Mawe; it’s a 3-hour drive plus all the 
interesting stops along the way; 2 nights at Mbuzi Mawe Tented Camp, Serengeti;  
 
Mbuzi Mawe is Swahili for Klipspringer in English 
This is a superior tented camp situated at the epicenter of the Serengeti within easy reach 
of the prime wildlife areas. Mbuzi Mawe Camp is situated in the heart of the Serengeti, 
providing easy access to the prime wildlife theatres of Lobo, the Western Corridor of the 
Grumeti River, the southern grass plains, the Seronera Valley and the kopjes, or 
Inselbergs, of Barafu, Gol, Maasai, Loliondo, Simba and Moru.  
 

  

Mbuzi Mawe Camp has a private encampment of 16 luxury tents with en-suite bathroom, 
2 sinks, big walk-in shower, private toilette, dressing area, 2 double 4-poster beds and a 
veranda. All have ceiling fans, mosquito nets and accessibility for disabled. Klipspringers 
roam the area, maybe even a leopard that is never seen lives here.  

Baboons spend the night on the top of the rocks/kopjes. Scenically located in a glade 
guarded by 3 million year old granite towers, Mbuzi Mawe makes maximum use of its 
unique wilderness location. There are al fresco breakfasts, safari luncheons, lantern-lit 
bush suppers, campfire roasts, and traditional dance displays by the Ikoma people. The 
central hub of Mbuzi Mawe is its light and airy lounge and its massive natural stone 
terrace - a favorite place to sip a "sundowner" cocktail as the sun sinks below the horizon.  
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The camp offers game drives, ranger-led bush walks, ornithology and sightings of various 
wildlife. Being located on one of the main annual migration corridors for over 1 million 
wildebeest, half a million zebras and gazelles, and their accompanying cast of predators, 
the camp enjoys a ringside seat for one of the greatest wildlife spectacles on earth.  

Hot-air balloon rides can be arranged on request. If we only had more time here! Sigh!  

July 23, Day 7 - Thursday: Drive to Ngorongoro Crater and the Sopa Lodge;  
Mbuzi Mawe to Olduvai is a 4-hour drive including gate registration; Stop at Olduvai 
Gorge for a picnic lunch, maybe stop at a Maasai village; Olduvai to Sopa Lodge is 3 
hours circling the crater rim. This is a long day; 1 night at Ngorongoro Sopa Lodge.  
 

Olduvai Gorge 
The archaeological site of Olduvai Gorge is 
located in the eastern Serengeti in northern 
Tanzania within the Ngorongoro Conservation 
Area. The gorge is a steep sided 4 to 8- km (30 
mile) long ravine, which forms part of the Great 
Rift Valley. It is situated on a series of fault lines 
which, along with centuries of erosion, has 
revealed fossils and remnants of early 
humankind. Excavations in the early twentieth 

century by the famous archaeologist, Dr Louis Leakey, 
uncovered some of the earliest remains of fossil hominids at Olduvai. Seventeen years 
after the first discovery of human forms, Leakey’s wife, Mary, discovered the 
unmistakable fossilized footprints of a human ancestor who had walked along a riverbank 
three million years ago. Since then, excavators working in Olduvai have found skeletal 
remains of a number of ancient hominids – Homo Habilis, Homo Erectus and 
Australopithecus Boisei. Old campsites and what is believed to be a butchery site, as well 
as a loosely built circle of lava blocks was also found suggesting that crude shelters were 
also built here. Other findings include hunting weapons, basic tools and remains of dead 
animals once killed by humans.  There is also a museum where visitors can listen to 
lectures and see visual representation of the discoveries made in the region.  
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The name Olduvai originated from a European misspelling of 
Oldupai, the correct Maasai word for this region of great 
historical importance – named after the wild sisal plant fibre 
growing in abundance in the gorge. Olduvai is not terribly 
exciting, but if you are passing, it is of such significance that it's 
worth a couple of hours. Some good-quality jewelry and Masai 
artifacts are for sale at the small museum.  

 
 
 
On the way to the Ngorongoro Sopa Lodge, 
we will stop at the overlook of the crater. 
What a magnificent view!!!  
 
 
Tom and Boni are in deep discussions here.  
 
�

 
 

Ngorongoro Sopa Lodge 
 

Sopa is the only hotel on the eastern rim and is also the only lodge from which you can 
enjoy a sunset over the crater.  
 

 
 

Sopa has the added benefit of having a road that winds into the crater making for quick 
and easy forays to the floor.  
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Perched on the eastern rim of 
the world renowned 
Ngorongoro Crater, 
Ngorongoro Sopa Lodge 
offers some of the most 
impressive views of this 
extinct volcano. Housed under 
African style thatch, 
Ngorongoro Sopa Lodge has 
an elegantly designed main 
lounge and dining area, in 
which superb dining and 
relaxation are complemented 

by views of rolling hills and the mountains beyond. You can make the most of the 
sunshine in the lodge's large swimming pool surrounded by spacious lawns.  
 
 
 
July 24 & 25, Day 8 & 9 – Friday & Saturday: Game drive in the crater the next 
morning (4-6 hours, picnic lunch); Sopa Lodge to Lake Manyara is 2:15 hours drive; 2 
nights Lake Manyara Serena Safari Lodge; game drives at Lake Manyara NP 
 

 
 

The Ngorongoro Crater 
 

If you were offered a single safari holiday in your lifetime; one chance in which to 
experience Africa, the Ngorongoro Crater is where you would want to go. Nowhere else 
in Africa, does such a varied cast of animals gather to graze, live and die. The Crater was 
formed by the collapse of one of Africa's volcanic giants over two million years ago. This 
was a volcano so high that it is likely that it would have overshadowed Mount 
Kilimanjaro - if it had not blown up instead, covering the Serengeti in ash and collapsing 
to the crater floor. Ngorongoro Crater is now the world's largest intact volcanic caldera. 
On a game drive into the belly of the crater you will encounter some 30,000 animals over 
areas as diverse as swampland, open savannah, grassland, forest and lake; all of this 
within the steep rock walls that climb some 600m to the rim. A herd of 70 elephants 
haunt the forest of yellow fever trees; hippos inhabit the swamps; wildebeest and buffalo 
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graze the grasslands in their thousands, and hundreds of flamingos live on the lake, much 
to the delight of some 400 scavenging hyenas. Even Africa's extremely rare black rhino 
has found refuge within the crater's walls. 
 

 
 

Ngorongoro also boasts the highest concentration of predators in Africa. One hundred 
black-maned lions, skittish cheetah and leopards stalk the crater floor, bellies full and 
grins wide as they pick and chose from thousands of potential victims. 
 
To add to this surreal environment of wild harmony, Maasai tribesman - easily visible in 
their traditional scarlet robes - can be spotted guiding their cattle down the steep crater 
walls. The mythical Maasai graze their cattle here, unshaken by the presence of so many 
predators. 
 
Accommodation on the Ngorongoro Crater rim is limited but, in most cases, spectacular, 
and will definitely enhance your experience. If you're seeking an Africa safari experience 
of masses of grazers, excellent sightings of predators and the mystery of the Maasai, all 
within a unique setting, the Ngorongoro Crater will satisfy.  
 

�
�
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It would be difficult to find a more dramatic setting than the Lake Manyara Serena 
Lodge.  Situated at the edge of an escarpment, this deluxe lodge overlooks both the Great 
Rift Valley, which formed millions of years ago, and the beautiful soda lake of Manyara 
with is lavish supply of bird life.  The birds themselves have provided the inspiration for 

the lodge's architecture.   
Graceful, curving and free flowing, it is built in the local 
circular style and exudes an atmosphere of peacefulness 
where man and nature co-exist.  From the patterns in the 
reception area resembling bird migration paths, to the soft 
geometric designs in the bedrooms, there is barely a single 
straight line in its design. The bar and restaurant offer 
guests both indoor and outdoor seating at each meal. 
Sumptuous menus, buffets and barbecues are served to 
guests alongside authentic African dishes.  
�

����������	��
From whichever direction you approach Manyara, the first view is spectacular. From the 
east, the Rift Valley wall rises several hundred meters to form an impressive backdrop to 
the lake. From the west, if one is perched at the top of the escarpment, the park lies far 
below, with a long green strip of water that glistens in the sunlight.  
This pretty little park, tucked into the base of the Rift Valley escarpment, is often used 
simply as a gentle introduction for safaris heading North, but Manyara can become a real 
live safari experience if you stop to camp here overnight ... 
The vegetation around the lake’s shores is surprisingly varied and comprises mostly 
forest, acacia woodland and open grassland. The park covers an area of 330 sq km of 
which about 230 sq km is the lake itself. You can always find hippo in the Simba River, 
elephant in the forests and a resident herd of Cape buffalo on the open plains at Mahali 
Pa Nyati, which means, ‘the place of the buffalo’ in Swahili. In addition, there are 
approximately 400 species of birds and with some luck you might see tree-climbing lions. 
Canoeing safaris are also available here, depending on the water level.  
�

�
 

Lake Manyara was brought to the attention of a wider audience by the 1975 publication 
of the book “Among the Elephants”. Husband and wife team Ian and Oria Douglas-
Hamilton spent several years here during the 1960's studying the elephants of the park 
and their famous book recounts their experiences is a real tale of joie de vivre. Ian's 
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studies were intended to find a solution to the destruction of the groundwater forest by 
the elephants of the park. Attempts at keeping them fenced out had failed miserably and it 
was up to him to find a solution ... Among the Elephants is now sadly out 
of print.  
 
July 26, Day 10 - Sunday: Drive to Namanga border, about 3-4 hours 
including immigration; be prepared for the Maasai ladies selling their 
beads.  
After clearing immigration, we will be met by a vehicle from Ol Tukai 

Lodge. It’s about 2 hours drive to Amboseli 
Ol Tukai Lodge.  
�

������������
��
 
July 26-28, Day 10, 11 & 12 – Sunday, Monday & 
Tuesday: 3 nights at Ol Tukai Lodge, Amboseli, Kenya; 
game drives in Amboseli NP 
 
Ol Tukai Lodge is one of the best spots in the world to 
watch elephant with the backdrop of Africa’s highest 
mountain, Mount Kilimanjaro.  
Writers have described Ol Tukai and the surrounding 

Amboseli National Park ‘as a home for the Gods’. A place of rugged beauty, abundant 
water, lush grass and forest, set like an oasis in surrounding savannah scrub. To crown it 
all, the Gods look upon one of the worlds most awe-inspiring sites – as dawn breaks and 
the sun sets from the 19,000 foot snow capped dome of Africa’s highest mountain.  
 
Optional champagne breakfasts, bush dining or sundowners at the summit of Observation 
Hill, where the 360-degree view is superb, compliment morning and evening game 
drives. The afternoon allows for a siesta, a massage or a refreshing swim before the 
afternoon game drive where one can view the profusion of game and bird life supported 
by Amboseli National Park. Large elephant populations are known to frequent the area. 
Evening entertainment includes Maasai dancing.  

 
This is the most beautiful lodge in or around Amboseli. There are direct views of either 
wildlife in the swamps or Mt. Kilimanjaro. You're right in the middle of everything and 



�
�������������	�
���
�������
������������
���������� ����������������������������������

��	����� ���!�!�!���"	���#�����!!���!�!�!�$�#�%�&�' � � ���&!�
��
�(��������	
�"��)���* ��&��& & �

�

don't have to travel far to see the game. The architecture is unobtrusive with lots of wood, 
local stone and slate. Make time to sit, watch, listen and relax, Ol Tukai has plenty to 
offer. 
 
There are 80 luxury chalet-style twin rooms at Ol Tukai Lodge, all with an uninterrupted 
view of the wetlands or Kilimanjaro, elephant or mountain view. Stylish and comfortable, 
the rooms are built from gum trees, local river stone and slate.�All rooms have private 
bathrooms and individual terraces.��
 

 
 
The buildings are spaciously laid out and the property has well maintained flat lawns, 
gardens and wide open spaces. It is an ideal spot for star gazers in the African tropical 
nights. The property overlooks Africa’s highest peak, Mount Kilimanjaro and the 
Amboseli plain to the south and the eastern boundary is home to several families of 
elephant known to be amongst the best spots in the world to watch elephant. 
 
 
 

Amboseli National Park 
"The best place in the world to watch elephants"�

�
 
The park covers an area of 152 square miles at an altitude of about 3,800 feet. The superb 
views of Mount Kilimanjaro as a backdrop to a large herd of elephants walking in a 
single file, their shadows stretched out by the evening setting sun, leaves a lasting 
memory for everyone visiting this park. 
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Lake Amboseli, a seasonal, shallow soda lake, covers one third the area of the present 
Park. When dry, the lake bed becomes a dusty, shimmering expanse. In the Maa 
langauge, amboseli means "salt dust". Mirages are visible over this vast, dry lake bed. 
The semi-arid acacias and grasses contrast widely with the green papyrus sedges of the 
swamps. During heavy rains, the lake bed fills up with shallow water and the plains are 
covered with green grass. Few flamingoes have been spotted on the lake shores during 
the wet season. Amboseli National Park is an ideal place to see elephants.  
 

 
 
Many studies carried out on elephants have been done here. Over fifty species of 
mammals have been recorded at the Amboseli, including lions, cheetah, leopard, black 
rhino, Masai Giraffe, wildebeest and many more.  
�
July 29, Day 13 - Wednesday: Fly to the Masai Mara 
Early morning transfer to the Amboseli airstrip for Safari Link flight to Nairobi.    Here 
you will connect with the Safari Link flight to the Masai Mara arriving at 11:00 am.  
(flight cost included). You will be met by camp vehicle and transferred to Governors 
Camp for 3 nights.   
 
July 29-31, Day 13, 14 & 15 – Wednesday, Thursday 
& Friday:  3 nights at Governors Camp, Masai Mara, 
Kenya   
 
Governors' Camp lies on the banks of the Mara River 
to the west of the famous Masai Mara. The camp is in a 
spot once reserved for the colonial governors of Kenya 
and their�royal visitors therefore placing particular emphasis on comfort, service and 
excellent cuisine. The thirty comfortable tents are stylishly decorated are carefully 
positioned for uninterrupted views from the verandas, either of the Mara River or the 
surrounding plains. Activities are mainly concentrated on game drives and walking 
safaris, all accompanied by knowledgeable guides. 
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Some of the 36 tents line the riverbank, with uninterrupted views over the Mara River, 
others have views across the sweeping plains. Created in 1972 Governors’ Camp set new 
standards in luxury for a tented camp. Today it’s still Africa’s best. Everything is under 
canvas; all tents have en-suit bathrooms with hot and cold running water and flushing 
toilets. 
 
Evenings are devoted to cocktails around a bonfire and 
dinner by candlelight." 
Each morning a breakfast feast is prepared over blazing 
coals: mountains of bacon, eggs the way you like them, 
fresh milk flown-in daily, hot-baked croissants, exotic 
fruits, and freshly-brewed Kenya coffee.  
Lunch, like breakfast is a buffet, this time roast meats 
hot and cold, fresh salads and delicious desserts. Both 
meals are served on the shady riverbank with views 
across the Mara’s plains. 
 
Governors Camp is the home of the Big Cat Diary. The 
BBC Natural History Unit has filmed four Big Cat 
Diary Series from Governors Camp. In their most recent 
series, which was filmed in September 2006, almost all the filming was done within a 6 
kilometers radius of Governors Camp. 

 
This cheetah jumped on top of Kristina’s safari vehicle 
during a recent visit to the Masai Mara  
�
The Maasai Mara Game Reserve, widely considered 
to be Africa’s greatest wildlife reserve. The Mara 
comprises 200 sq miles of open plains, woodlands and 
riverine forest. Contiguous with the plains of the 
Serengeti, the Mara is home to a breathtaking array of 
life. The vast grassland plains are scattered with herds 

of Zebra, Giraffe, Gazelle, and Topi. This journey of giraffes followed by a dazzle of 
zebras is trying to decide whether to cross the river or not.  
 
The Acacia forests abound with Birdlife and Monkeys. Elephants and Buffalo wallow in 
the wide Musiara Swamp. The Mara and Talek rivers are brimming with Hippos and 
Crocodiles.  
 
Each year the Mara plays host to the world’s greatest natural spectacle, the Great 
Wildebeest Migration from the Serengeti. From July to October, the promise of rain and 
fresh life giving grass in the north brings more than 1.3 million Wildebeest together into a 
single massive herd. They pour across the border into the Mara, making a spectacular 
entrance in a surging column of life that stretches from horizon to horizon.  
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At the Mara River they 
mass together on the 
banks before finally 
plunging forward 
through the raging 
waters, creating a frenzy 
as they fight against 
swift currents and 
waiting crocodiles.  

 
The wildebeest bring new life to the Mara, not just through their cycle of regeneration of 
the grasslands, but for the predators that follow the herds. 
 
August 1, Day 16 - Saturday:  
After a final morning game drive and lunch you will transfer to the airstrip for Safari 
Link flight to Nairobi dept 4:15 pm. (flight cost included) You will be met on arrival and 
taken for a farewell dinner to Tamarind Restaurant before being dropped at the Nairobi 
International Airport for your flight home.  
 
 
 
The Nairobi Tamarind is the finest seafood restaurant in 
the capital and has established a reputation of its own for the 
exceptional cuisine, ambience of elegance, delicious food 
and superb service. 
A wide selection of seafood is brought up fresh from the 
coast daily including giant prawns, sweet young crab, juicy 
lobsters, squid, octopus and oysters, and prepared to 
perfection from a variety of exotic European, Eastern and 
Swahili recipes. They also serve the finest venison, steak 
and poultry in the country. 
 
KLM/Northwest Airlines 8566  
10:15pm Depart Nairobi / 5:30am Arrive Amsterdam (8hr 15min)  
 
August 2, Day 17 - Sunday: arrive Amsterdam & USA/Seattle 
Northwest Airlines 33  
1:05pm Depart Amsterdam / 2:10pm Arrive Seattle (10hr 5min)  
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Price of this Safari 
 
Cost is based on using two vehicles with seating for 6 in each (all window seats).  
If fewer people travel on this safari, the price is adjusted accordingly as the use of the 
vehicles will be shared by fewer people; space cannot be confirmed until the deposit is 
received. This quote is based on the prices set by the lodges and camps for 2008 and is 
subject to change when the 2009 pricing is announced:  
�
�	������������������������	������������� ����� !"!!�� �#���	��
�
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·  Subject to park fees not rising in 2009  
·  If these camps are not available, I will make substitutions and adjust the final 

price accordingly.  
·  In order to request and hold space on this custom-made group safari, a non-

refundable deposit of $500.00 per person is required by check only; sorry but no 
credit cards are accepted.  

·  An additional deposit of $2,500 per person will be required when space is 
confirmed. Final payment is due March 15, 2009 

·  Make checks payable to WinWin Vacations and mail to  
PO BOX 30903, Seattle WA 98113-0903  

·  I will escort your group free of charge if at least 8 people sign up. If fewer than 8 
people sign up, then the price will be adjusted for your approval.  

 
Your safari price quote includes: 

·  Meet and greet services with assistance at the airport  
·  14 nights of accommodations:  

July 18 – 1 night at Mount Meru Game Lodge, Arusha, Tanzania  
July 19 & 20 - 2 nights at The Mbalageti Serengeti Tented Camp, Western Serengeti   
July 21 & 22 - 2 nights at Mbuzi Mawe Tented Camp, North-Central Serengeti 
July 23 - 1 night at Ngorongoro Crater Sopa Lodge 
July 24 & 25 - 2 nights at Lake Manyara Serena Safari Lodge  
July 26, 27 & 28 - 3 nights at Ol Tukai Lodge, Amboseli, Kenya 
July 29, 30 & 31 - 3 nights at Governors Camp, Masai Mara, Kenya   

·  All meals as indicated  
·  Services of an English speaking driver/guide   
·  6 passenger 4x4 Land Cruisers in Tanzania  
·  2 Games drives per day in Amboseli & Masai Mara in camp operated vehicles 
·  Internal air from Arusha to Grumeti & from Amboseli to the Masai Mara and 

back to Nairobi  
·  All transfers, airport pickup and airport drop-offs  
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·  Dinner at Tamarind or Carnivore Restaurant on the last day  
·  National Park & Conservancy fees, government taxes  

 
Not included in quoted price: 

·  International airfare – expect to pay at least $2,500.00 minimum  
·  Visas to enter Kenya (currently $50.00) and Tanzania ($100.00)  
·  Personal travel, baggage and medical insurance, which is required; the price is 

based on your age at time of purchase  
·  Gratuities and tips to guides, drivers and camp staff  
·  The Balloon Safari at Governor’s Camp in the Masai Mara or in the Serengeti; 

this should be pre-booked and the price (2007) is $450.00  
·  Local Airport taxes (if not included in the ticket price, then clients pay direct)  
·  Telephone bill, laundry, drinks and any items of a personal nature  

�
Passenger Information 

·  Passengers should bring only soft sided bags on safaris.  
·  Baggage on internal flights is strictly limited to 15 kg per person (including hand 

luggage). Any excess baggage will be charged by the airline at check-in  
·  Your passport must be valid for 6 months past your intended return date to the US  
·  You are responsible for obtain any necessary shots and medical advise from your 

own travel doctor; Kenya & Tanzania is a malaria area, a prophylaxis is highly 
recommended at all times  

�
Additional remarks – The fine print 
Prices for domestic flights, airport taxes or park fees may be changed without prior 
notice; this is beyond my control and any increase levied will be passed to you. 
Once reservations have been confirmed a fee of $100 per person will be required for any 
changes to the itinerary. 
It is understood that WinWin Vacations is independent of and has no business 
association, as partner, joint venture, owner or otherwise, with any resort, hotel, carrier, 
boat operator, or other person or firm furnishing any service or facility in connection with 
the subject travel program. 
It is expressly understood and agreed that WinWin Vacations assumes no responsibility 
or liability for service, transportation or equipment made available by any resort, hotel or 
other person or entity, either as to its availability or as to its safety, quality or condition, 
nor for the acts (negligent or otherwise) of any employee or agent of such establishment, 
firm, person, or entity. It is also understood and agreed that WinWin Vacations does not 
assume any responsibility or liability for the safety of any participating individual. 
It is further understood that remoteness of the area, local custom and prevailing weather 
conditions may cause substitution of facilities and/or equipment, minor inconvenience or 
modification to the itinerary and WinWin Vacations reserves the right to modify and/or 
cancel arrangements due to unfavorable weather conditions and to substitute comparable 
facilities and equipment. It is understood and agreed the WinWin Vacations makes no 
warranty and assumes no responsibility or liability for such substitutions. 
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WinWin Vacations reserves the right to cancel any scheduled trip at any time. No refunds 
can be made for canceled arrangements due to adverse weather, or for substitution of 
facilities, personnel and/or equipment or for minor inconvenience. 
Trip participant hereby indemnifies and holds harmless WinWin Vacations and its 
officers, directors, agents and employees from any and all claims, suits, liability, injuries, 
losses and damage of any person which arise out of traveler’s participation in a WinWin 
Vacations travel program; and for Trip participant’s withdrawal, cancellation or 
expulsion from a WinWin Vacations travel program. 
Trip participant, in rendering payment accept the General Release, Assumption of Risk, 
Waiver of Liability and Indemnity Agreement and shall be deemed to have executed it 
for Trip participant, Trip participant’s heirs, executors, administrators, successors, 
assigns, and next of kin. 
�
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A trip, a safari, an exploration, is an entity, different from all other journeys.  
It has personality, temperament, individuality, uniqueness.  

A journey is a person in itself; no two are alike.  
And all plans, safeguards, policing, and coercion are fruitless.  

We find after years of struggle that we do not take a trip, a trip takes us. 
John Steinbeck  

�
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Sign up form  
Reg & Shell’s East Africa Safari 2009 

 

Please mail this application along with your check or money order. 
Your safari can only be paid with a check or money order (sorry no credit cards) to  

WinWin Vacations, PO BOX 30903, Seattle WA 98113-0903 
 

Your Non-Refundable Deposit to hold space is  
$500.00 PER PERSON or $1,000.00 per couple 

A second deposit of $2,500.00 will be due when space is confirmed; the date TBA 
The final payment is due no later than March 15th, 2009 

 

Your name must match as it appears in your passport, valid until March 2010  
You must have 3 blank visa pages (not endorsement pages) available; extra pages are free 
from the National Passport Center.  
 
First Name: _____________________ Last Name: ____________________________ 
 
First Name: _____________________ Last Name: ____________________________ 
 
Address: ________________________________________________________________ 
 
Phone: _______________________ email: ____________________________________ 
 
_____ Yes, I want the Balloon Safari in the Masai Mara ($500); must pre-book 
_____ Yes, I’m including a copy of the inside pages of my passport   
 
Dietary needs: ___________________________________________________________ 
 

Special needs: ____________________________________________________________ 
Other important information about you: 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 

________________________________________________________________________ 
 

________________________________________________________________________ 
 
You must purchase travel insurance to participate in this safari. The time to buy travel 
insurance is with your initial deposit. Price of insurance is based on your age at time of 
purchase. Price of the airline ticket is not firm until booked and paid in full. You may pay 
for your insurance and airline ticket with a credit card. Credit card details:  
 

____ # __________________________________________exp ____ /____ code______ 
 
 

Sign here ______________________________________________ Date ___________ 
�


